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A very warm welcome back to all our children

and families. We hope you had a lovely

summer break and are feeling refreshed and

 ready for the new school year. It has been

v \ wonderful to see everyone back in school this

. week, settling into new routines, meeting new

teachers, and getting stuck into their learning.

“ | We are looking forward to a fantastic year

ahead!

‘ A special shout out to our new Early Years
children who have started their journey with us at
Orchard! It has been wonderful to see their
confidence and resilience when exploring their
new surroundings, and beginning to build

friendships. We are so proud of how well they
have settled in!

Year 5 have started their new netball unitin PE
this week. They have been developing their
passing skills, practising accuracy and learning
how to work effectively as a team.

Year 4 have been using Dienes to develop
their understanding of adding numbers up to
100. They first added the ones to make a
group of 10, regrouped, and then counted on
in tens to reach 100. A great hands-on way
to develop their place value understanding!

A huge well done to all the children who
received an Ambition Certificate in this
week’s Achievement Assembly! We are
incredibly proud of their hard work,
determination, and commitment to
achieving their best.

A special shout out to Year 6 for their
fantastic effort and focus this week as they
completed their first set of practice papers. They approached the papers
with maturity, determination, and a positive attitude. Well done, Year 6!

Whole school attendance Whole school punctuality

94.86% 97%

Please note, term time holidays will not be authorised and you may receive a penalty fine.




Upcoming events:

Q 18" September: Jeans for Genes Day
da-‘—es 215t September: Autumn Clubs start
no“‘ {'0 miss | 215 September: Individual and Sibling photos

25" September: MacMillan Coffee Afternoon

[ et oth October: Hello Yellow

Click the link to view events taking place this term: https://www.Orchardprimary.co.uk/Calendar
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Please find below the dates for the upcoming Meet the
Teacher meetings:

Year 1 and Year 2 — Tuesday 15" September
Year 3 and 4 — Wednesday 16" September
Year 5 and 6 — Thursday 17" September

All meetings will begin promptly at 14:30.

If you have any questions, please speak to Mrs
Spencer or Miss Maddison.
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https://www.orchardprimary.co.uk/Calendar

Ambulance
Bexley & Greenwich
A | I F E Network

LEARN HOW TO PERFORM
CPR AND USE AN AED

LEARN CPR

Gain the confidence
to act in an emergency.

LEARN HOW TO
USE AN AED

Simple to learn,
Easy to use
It can save a life.

FREE TRAINING

No cost.
Just lifesaving skills.

SATURDAY @ 09:30 - 15:00 BEXLEY
9”‘ SEPTEMBER 2026 (Takes just 45 minutes) CIVIC OFFICES
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WORKING IN CONJUNCTION WITH & BEXLXEﬂY

BE PREPARED. BE CONFIDENT, BE THE DIFFERENCE.
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Bexley SENDIASS September 2026 Update for Parents, Carers and
Partners

#LA
A

Information Advice Support Service

BEXLEY

Bexley SENDIASS is pleased to launch a new programme of free monthly online advice
sessions for parent carers and young people aged 16-25 with SEND.

These 45-minute online sessions offer free, impartial guidance on Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND). They are designed to help parent carers and young people better
understand their rights, navigate SEND processes with confidence, and understand the
responsibilities of education, health and social care services.

Topics may include:

- EBSA

« SEN Support

+ Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPS)

« School exclusions and attendance

- Early Years, School, College, Local Authority and Health services
responsibilities

+ Preparing for meetings with schools and professionals

+ Resolving disagreements

+ Transition to adulthood

+ Health and social care rights

About the sessions:

These sessions are focused on providing information, advice and guidance about SEND law,
statutory processes and your rights, aiming to help families and young people understand:

+ what the law says

+ what services should be providing
« what options are available

« what steps they can take next

Bexley SENDIASS is a statutory service that provides FREE confidential and impartial information,
advice and support relating to education, health and social care for children and young people with
SEND and their families.



Who can attend?

- Parent carers of children and young people with SEND
« Young people aged 16-25 with SEND

Booking

Places are limited and must be booked in advance through Eventbrite.

Dates Available:

+ 30 October 2026

« 30 November 2026
+ 14 December 2026
« 29 January 2027

« 26 February 2027

+ 29 March 2027

Time available on each date:

« 10am - 10.45am
« 1lam - 11.45am
« 1pm-1.45pm
«  2pm-—2.45pm
« 3pm - 3.45pm

Bookings should be made via Eventbrite —
Know Your SEND Rights — Bexley IASS
Monthly Online Advice Sessions

These are online sessions, not face to face in
person. A Microsoft Teams link will be sent by
email after booking.




ARE YOU A pARENT/CAnER\§’Z\_’ .

OF A CHILD AGED 2-11 YEARS
OLD?

BEING A PARENT 8 WEEK COURSE

A FREE COURSE DELIVERED FOR PARENTS BY PARENTS!
(EPEC, EMPOWERING PARENTS, EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES)

Topics covered:
Being a parent, Feelings, Valuing my Child, Play, Listening,
Understanding Children's Behaviour and Discipline

For more information and to reserve your place, Contact:

0 0208 304 9609 Or Scan the QR

: ; code to register
Jayne@bexleymoorings.co.uk your interest:
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Born Ready, School Ready, Bexley Ready!

Calling all
parents and
carers! For
those of you
with children
who are just
about to
start nursery,
playgroup,
childminder
or school,

please take a
few minutes to think about all the things your child
can already do. Walk, talk, sing some songs, make
choices, use the toilet, eat using cutlery, recognise
their belongings? Who taught them all these skills?
It was you!

As a parent/ carer you have helped your child/ren
learn so much already. As they start the next part of
their learning journey, your support shouldn't stop.
The continued experiences and activities parents do
at home with their child are crucial to their success at
school and in later life.

Do you know that school
readiness starts from
conception? From conception
and throughout childhood,

it is a crucial time for brain
development and children'’s
brains are like sponges. Healthy
brain development means that
children learn and develop well,
helping them to be ready for
school and beyond.
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An online P health information

resource » child care and how to access
has been developed for families with children under nursery and school places
5 years. It provides ideas about how you can help » You can also find out where
your baby/ child’s brain development and support to get support if you're
learning at home. There are ideas for: worried about your child in any way. A one stop
b activities shop for anything child related.
P talking with Visit www.bexley.gov.uk/born-school-ready
babies and to find out more!
children
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Parent Drop-in for Preschool
‘_. Children with Bexley
Educational Psychology Service
Autumn 2026

If you are worried about your preschool child, you can speak with
an Educational Psychologist to:

. Share your worries;

. Talk about what might help;

- Understand what support might be available;

. Find out more about services in Bexley.

Things that could be dlscussed\
include:

_—— Difficulties settling in preschool
Play Skills

Emotional Development
Behaviour

Social skills /

Parents have the option of a telephone or Microsoft Teams
discussion with an Educational Psychologist

Dates available (1-4pm):
23rd September 2026
21st October 2026
25th November 2026
9th December 2026

If you would like to speak to an Educational Psychologist
please book an appointment on
0203 045 4445 in advance or email EPSPreschooI@bexley.gov.uk
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